Effect of a novel anticonvulsant, zonisamide (AD-810, CI-912), in an experimental model of photosensitive epilepsy.
The effects of a novel anticonvulsant, zonisamide (3-sulfamoylmethyl-1,2-benzisoxazole), on photically induced seizures were studied in the lateral geniculate-kindled cat. Zonisamide was found to reduce the behavioral severity of seizure responses to photic stimulation in a dose-related manner. This anticonvulsant effect was only observed with doses that caused behavioral toxicity, but anticonvulsant action outlasted behavioral effects. The present results suggest that zonisamide may be effective in the treatment of human photosensitive epilepsy.